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SPAIN: EXTREMADURA; THE PYRENEES, & THE EBRO DELTA

MAY 6-19, 2007
Party – Steve Leibah , Nancy Cooke, Jim Johnson , Eric Greisen , Chuck Hagner,  Tim Leahy ,Jerry Uhlman

Tour Leaders – Josele J. Saiz & Jan Hansen ( OTUSASIO TOURS – USA)
     Our Spanish adventure began a day earlier than anticipated when Josele Saiz, our effervescent guide, decided that we should pay an unscheduled visit to the Valdetorres Plains on Friday afternoon. Though only a few miles north of Madrid, this area harbors a small population of Great Bustards and Josele felt this was our best chance to see them well. After a few stops we found the motherlode: a field with more than 40 Great Bustards including a few displaying males. We watched as the birds performed their ancient rituals with the skyline of Madrid looming on the horizon—a stark reminder that man’s continual encroachment threatens the viability of the Great Bustard in central Spain. Among other bird we were lucky to find Hen and Montagu´s Harrier.   
EXTREMADURA

     From Madrid, we worked our way east to Extremadura where we based in the lovely village of Serrejon for three days. On the way, a stop at the eastaer of Gredos Mountains, only an hour from the city, produced 2 Spanish Imperial Eagles nicely flouting in the air , the tour’s only Iberian endemic. Monfrague National Park lived up to its reputation as a raptor paradise. We saw 10 species during our wanderings there including excellent views of Eurasian Eagle-Owl, a perched Short-toed Eagle, a second look at Spanish Imperial Eagle and a distant Bonelli’s Eagle. The park also hosted nesting Black Storks, many Azure-winged Magpies and a few Red-rumped Swallows. Extremadura’s best known habitat is dehesa, a savannah-like landscape of scattered cork oak with grassy understory. The dehesa is preserved and maintained by man’s hand as the land has great value due to the cork harvest and as a range for wild bulls and pigs. Because of its economic import its future existence is not imperiled like so many unique natural areas. A thriving community of birds inhabits the dehesa and there we found Great Spotted Cuckoo, Rock Sparrow, Eurasian Nuthatch, Crested Tit, many European Hoopoes and a single Lesser Spotted Woodpecker, one of the rarest birds seen during the tour. Spanish Sparrows were well seen as they entered their rented quarters beneath a White Stork nest and in the historic town of Trujillo we learned the subtle differences between Pallid and Common Swifts and had our best views of a hoopoe after climbing to the castle overlooking the town square. The fields throughout Extremadura were carpeted with flowers making it an excellent venue for photography and the cuisine at the inn was incomparable (along with the cold beer)! 
THE STEPPES

     From Extremadura, we made the long drive to the steppes outside Belchite in east central Spain. La Lomaza de Belchite provided a brief introduction to this habitat and during our short hike there we had our first views of some of the common steppe species like Lesser Short-toed, Calandra and Thekla larks. Pre-dawn the next day found us at El Planeron where our quarry was the elusive Dupont’s Lark. After being tantalized for nearly an hour by an invisible nearby singer we finally were awarded brief scope views of one of Europe’s most sought after birds—another highlight of the tour! Our day on the steppes also provided our only glimpses of Water Rail and Stone Curlew. Many hours were spent in an attempt to get good views of Black-bellied and Pin-tailed Sandgrouse and this proved to be a difficult endeavor due to an unusually wet spring on the steppes. After several in-flight encounters that were less than satisfying to most of us, we finally succeeded in seeing both species on the ground. Thanks for this accomplishment go to Josele for his dogged determination and refusal to give up! One final sobering moment was our visit to the ruins of the old village of Belchite which was destroyed during the Spanish Civil War. I couldn’t help but think of what our government is currently doing in Iraq as I wandered through this unintended monument to man’s ceaseless quest for power and domination. 

THE PYRENEES

     Climbing into the mountains from the steppes was likely the most scenic portion of the tour. The snow covered peaks and the picturesque villages made me feel as if I was in Switzerland—at least it was nothing like what I imagined of Spain before my visit. Based in Siresa we spent 2 ½ days birding the Pyrenees and trying to get our minds around the montane vistas. Surely the avian highlight here occurred at Gabardito where, after a short wait, we had splendid views of at least 3 Wallcreepers—another of Europe’s treasured species. Having seen a Wallcreeper for an extended time at a mere distance of 30 meters, we can now say that we are the envy of many experienced European birders. Thanks again to Josele for his excellent knowledge of the habits and locales of Spain’s rarest birds! Our second Pyrenean prize was the Lammergeier. A nervous first day brought distant views of two and Josele’s pledge that we wouldn’t leave Spain until we all had close views. In the end it was clear that our angst was unfounded as Josele again delivered. The views got better and better and culminated with superb views at the Vadiello Reservoir where this spectacular raptor was nesting. The only downside to these sightings was that Jerry never got to make his coveted feeding station stop. Other highlights during our time in the Hecho Valley were European Roller (second record for the Hecho Valley), Citril Finch, Goldcrest, Common Chiffchaff, European Robin, Yellowhammer and Red-backed Shrike. At the Candanchu ski resort we found more montane treasures including Snowfinch, Rock Thrush, Water Pipit, Alpine Chough and Skylark and at Santa Cilia de Jaca we had great views of a nesting Black Woodpecker. The inn in Siresa was comfortable and the food was great---although the portions were Bunyanesque. The white bean stew (Alubias estofadas) was a culinary masterpiece that likely will be attempted in several U.S. kitchens in the near future. Good luck to all amateur chefs as they strive for duplication.
PRE-PYRENEES

     The birding on this portion of the tour was hurt by a day of very heavy winds that kept most birds under cover. However our lack of field success was more that adequately compensated for by the hospitality of Josele and Esther during our stay at their home in Loporzano. But that’s not to sat we struck out completely on the birds. Despite the lack of cooperation from the elements we managed to add Western Orphean Warbler, Common Kingfisher, Alpine Swift (finally) and Honey Buzzard to our tally sheet. We also had better looks at Woodlark during our hike to the Rio Flumen. An evening stroll from Boletas also produced a calling Scops Owl who refused to make an appearance and a cultural detour to the Moorish village of Alquezar was a refreshing pause for everyone, although I would be hesitant to visit this place at the height of the tourist season. Esther’s evening dinners accompanied by local wine and olive oil were perfect endings to our days at Boletas. Alas, it was here that we missed the Wryneck. But all good stories should have a happy ending and this will be no different as we look toward Morocco in 2009 where Josele has promised an abundance Wrynecks!
EBRO DELTA

     On the way to the Ebro Delta we passed through the Ontiñena Plains, a steppe region that is rapidly disappearing due to the introduction of agricultural irrigation to area farmers. Though its days may be numbered, the area still harbors an interesting array of birds and here we found Little Owl, Eurasian Hobby, Lesser Kestrel and a group of terrestrial Pin-tailed Sandgrouse 12 and Black-bellied Sandgrouse 4. Arriving at the delta, we quickly added Whiskered Tern and Squacco Heron and then made a beeline to a beach on the north bank. A hike to a nearby mudflat produced the trip’s best shorebird bonanza: Bar-tailed and Black-tailed godwits; Red Knot; Little Stint; Common Ringed Plover, Greenshank; Redshank and several others. We also had our first views of Greater Flamingo, Little Tern, Caspian Tern, Audouin’s and Slender-billed Gulls and Great Cormorant. Further explorations of the north bank of the delta over the course of the next day produced excellent sightings of Collared Pratincole, Little Bittern, Sandwich Tern, Purple Swamphen, Eurasian Oystercatcher, Eurasian Curlew, Willow Warbler and Common Redstart. A transbordador crossing to the south bank added our final species: Pied Avocet and Black Tern. We concluded our time at the delta with a traditional Spanish paella and more of Spain’s fine wine. Thanks again to our excellent guide Josele Saiz for introducing us to Spain’s birds, landscapes and vistas. I am already looking forward to Morocco!
BIRDLIST FROM THE 2007 SPAIN TOUR

MAY 6-19, 2007

Column 1= number of days recorded

Column 2 = highest daily total recorded (approximations)

HO = Heard only

(H) = mostly heard but seen at least once

**Species that occurs regularly in the U.S. (In these cases the common name used in the United States is included in parenthesis if it is different than the European name)

1. Little Grebe



2
2
Tachybaptus ruficollis
2. Great Crested Grebe


1
6
Podiceps cristatus


3. **Great Cormorant


2
5
Phalacrocorax carbo
4. Gray Heron



7
10
Ardea cinerea
5. Purple Heron



5
10
Ardea purpurea

6. **Great Egret



3
1
Ardea  alba
7. Little Egret



3
30
Egretta garzetta

8. Cattle Egret



6
150+
Bubulcus ibis

9. Squacco Heron



2
10
Ardeola ralloides

10. **Black-crowned Night-Heron

4
6
Nycticorax nycticorax
11. Little Bittern 



1
4
Ixobrychus minutus

12. **Glossy Ibis



1
7
Plegadis falcinellus
13. White Stork



9
50
Ciconia ciconia
14. Black Stork



3
6
Ciconia nigra

15. **Greater Flamingo


2
50+
Phoenicopterus ruber

16. Common Shelduck


1
8
Tadorna tadorna

17. **Northern Shoveler


2
2
Anas clypeata

18. **Gadwall



1
3
Anas streptera

19. **Mallard



9
75+
Anas platyrhynchus

20. Red-crested Pochard


2
12
Netta rufina

21. Egyptian Vulture



8
15+
Neophron percnopterus

22. Lammergeier



4
3
Gypaetus barbatus

23. Black Vulture



2
10+
Aegypius monachus

24. Griffon Vulture



12
100+
Gyps fulvus

25. European Honey Buzzard


2
1
Pernis apivorus

26. Red Kite




10
15
Milvus milvus

27. Black Kite



11
25
Milvus migrans

28. Black-shouldered Kite


1
2
Elanus caeruleus

29. Bonelli’s Eagle



1
2
Aquila fasciatus

30. Booted Eagle



8
8
Aquila pennatus

31. **Golden Eagle



4
1
Aquila chrysaetos

32. Spanish Imperial Eagle


2
2
Aquila adalberti

33. Short-toed Eagle



6
3
Circaetus gallicus

34. Eurasian Sparrowhawk


1
1
Accipiter nisus

35. Common Buzzard


9
5
Buteo buteo

36. Marsh Harrier



6
2
Circus aeruginosus

37. **Hen Harrier
(Northern Harrier)
1
1
Circus cyaneus

38. Montagu’s Harrier


3
2
Circus pygargus

39. **Peregrine Falcon


1
1
Falco peregrinus

40. Eurasian Hobby



4
2
Falco subbuteo

41. Common Kestrel



11
10
Falco tinnunculus

42. Lesser Kestrel



4
6
Falco naummani

43. Red-legged Partridge


8
6
Alectoris rufa

44. Common Coot



2
15
Fulica atra

45. **Common Moorhen


5
50+
Gallinula chloropus

46. Purple Swamphen


2
4
Porphyrula porphyrula

47. Water Rail



1
3
Rallus aquaticus

48. Great Bustard



2
35
Otis tarda

49. Little Bustard



1
2
Tetrax tetrax

50. Eurasian Oystercatcher


1
2
Haematopus ostralegus

51. Pied Avocet



1
7
Recurvirostra avosetta

52. Black-winged Stilt


6
50
Himantopus himantopus

53. ** Gray Plover (Black-bellied)

1
3
Pluvialis squatarola

54. **Kentish Plover (Snowy)


2
15
Charadrius alexandrinus

55. Common Ringed Plover


2
8
Charadrius hiaticula

56. Little Ringed Plover


1
2
Charadrius dubius

57. **Dunlin



1
50
Calidris alpina

58. Little Stint



1
3
Calidris minuta

59. **Red Knot



1
6
Calidris canutus

60. **Sanderling



2
30
Calidris alba

61. Common Redshank


4
12
Tringa totanus

62. Common Greenshank


3
5
Tringa nebularia

63. Common Sandpiper


3
3
Tringa hypoleucos

64. Wood Sandpiper



1
3
Tringa glareola

65. Green Sandpiper



1
4
Tringa ochropus

66. Eurasian Curlew



1
3
Numenius arguata

67. Black-tailed Godwit


1
4
Limosa limosa
68. **Bar-tailed Godwit(breeds Alaska)
1
1
Limosa lapponica

69. Stone Curlew



2
3
Burhinus oedicnemus

70. Collared Pratincole


1
10
Glareola pratincola

71. **Black-headed Gull


2
40+
Larus ridibundus

72. Yellow-legged Gull


2
25+
Larus michahellis

73. Audouin’s Gull



2
75+
Larus audouinii

74. Slender-billed Gull


2
20+
Larus genei

75. **Gull-billed Tern


3
25+
Sterna nilotica

76. **Sandwich Tern



2
100+
Sterna sandvicensis

77. **Common Tern



2
50+
Sterna hirundo

78. Little Tern 



2
50+
Sterna albifrons

79. **Caspian Tern



1
1
Sterna caspia

80. **Black Tern



1
4
Chlidonius niger

81. Whiskered Tern



2
200+
Chlidonius hybridus

82. Pin-tailed Sandgrouse


4
12
Pterocles alchata

83. Black-bellied Sandgrouse


3
9
Pterocles orietalis

84. **Rock Pigeon



12
100+
Columba livia

85. Stock Dove



1
1
Columba oenas

86. Common Wood Pigeon


11
50
Columba palumbus

87. **Eurasian Collared-Dove


12
35
Strptopelia decaocto

88. European Turtle-Dove


5
3
Streptopelia turtur

89. Great Spotted Cuckoo


1
2
Clamator glandarius

90. (H)--Common Cuckoo


9
2
Cuculus canorus

91. **Barn Owl



2
1
Tyto alba

92. Eurasian Eagle Owl (HO)


1
1
Bubo bubo

93. H--Eurasian Scops Owl


1
1
Otus scops

94. Red-necked Nightjar


1
3
Caprimulgus ruficollis

95. Common Swift



12
200+
Apus apus

96. Pallid Swift



1
3
Apus pallidus

97. Alpine Swift



1
3
Apus melba

98. Common Kingfisher


1
2
Alcedo atthis

99. European Bee-eater


10
50+
Merops apiaster

100. European Roller



2
1
Coracius garrulus

101. Eurasian Hoopoe



9
12
Upupa epops

102. Black Woodpecker


1
1
Dryocopus martius

103. Great Spotted Woodpecker

3
2
Dendrocopus major

104. Lesser Spotted Woodpecker

1
1
Dendrocopus minor

105. European Green Woodpecker

5
2
Picus viridis

106. Calandra Lark



5
30+
Melanocorypha calandra

107. **Skylark(est. in Vancouver)

3
4
Alauda arvensis

108. Dupont’s Lark—(H)


2
4
Chersophilus duponti

109. Woodlark—(H)



4
2
Lullula arborea

110. Crested Lark



12
50+
Galerida cristata

111. Thekla Lark



6
15+
Galerida theklae

112. Short-toed Lark



3
6
Callandrella brachydactyla

113. Lesser Short-toed Lark


2
5
Callandrella rufescens

114. Eurasian Crag Martin


9
75+
Hirundo rupestris

115. **Barn Swallow



13
100+
Hirundo rustica

116. Red-rumped Swallow


3
10
Hirundo daurica

117. ** Sand Martin (Bank Swallow)

2
2
Riparia riparia

118. Tawny Pipit



2
2

Anthus campestris

119. Water Pipit



2
4

Anthus spinoletta

120. White Wagtail



11
8

Motacilla alba

121. Gray Wagtail



3
2

Motacilla cinerea

122. **Yellow Wagtail  (breeds Alaska)
2
4


Motacilla flava



123. Red-backed Shrike


2
3

Lanius collurio

124. Woodchat Shrike



9
15
Lanius senator

125. Southern Gray Shrike


4
3

Lanius meridionalis

126. Savi’s Warbler—HO


1
1

Locustella luscinioides

127. Great Reed Warbler


5
2

Acrocephalus arundinaceus

128. Eurasian Reed Warbler—(H)

3
1

Acrocephalus scirpaceus

129. Zitting’s Cisticola


4
8

Cisticola juncidis

130. Cetti’s Warbler



5
6

Cettia cetti

131. Melodious Warbler


5
3

Hippolais polyglotta

132. Orphean Warbler—(H)


3
2

Sylvia hortensis

133. Garden Warbler



1
2

Sylvia borin

134. Blackcap



7
4

Sylvia atricapilla

135. Sardinian Warbler


3
1

Sylvia melanocephala

136. Subalpine Warbler—(H)


6
4

Sylvia cantillans

137. Spectacled Warbler


1
2

Sylvia conspicillata

138. Dartford Warbler



2
2

Sylvia undata

139. Bonelli’s Warbler—(H)


4
2

Phylloscopus bonelli

140. Willow Warbler



1
1

Phylloscopus trochilus

141. Chiffchaff—(H)



3
2

Phylloscopus collybita

142. Firecrest—(H)



5
2

Regulus ignicapillus

143. Goldcrest—(H)



1
5

Regulus regulus

144. Spotted Flycatcher


3
2

Muscicapa striata

145. Common Stonechat


6
4

Saxicola rubicola

146. Rock Thrush



1
3

Monticola saxatilis

147. Blue Rock Thrush


1
3

Monticola solitarius

148. **Northern Wheatear
(Alaska)

6
12
 Oenanthe oenanthe

149. Black-eared Wheatear


3
4

Oenanthe hispanica

150. Black Wheatear



2
2

Oenanthe leucura

151. Common Redstart


1
1

Phoenicurus phoenicurus

152. Black Redstart



7
6

Phoenicurus ochruros

153. European Robin



1
1

Erithacus rubecula

154. Common Nightingale
--(MH)

10
10+
Luscini megarhynchos
155.  Song Thrush



1
1

Turdus philomelos
156. Mistle Thrush



3
1

Turdus viscivorus

157. Common Blackbird


12
15+
 Turdus merula

158. Long-tailed Tit



6
12
 Aegithalos caudatus

159. Penduline Tit



1
1

Remiz pendulinus

160. Crested Tit



2
3

Parus cristatus

161. European Blue Tit


10
15+
 Parus caeruleus

162. Coal Tit




4
5

Parus ater

163. Great Tit



10
10
 Parus major

164. Euarasian Nuthatch


2
2

Sitta europaea

165. Wallcreeper



1
3

Tichodroma muraria

166. Short-toed Treecreeper


6
2

Certhia brachydactyla

167. Dipper




2
2

Cinclus cinclus

168. **Wren (Winter Wren)—(MH)

6
3

Troglodytes troglodytes

169. Eurasian Jay



4
2

Grrulus glandarius

170. Eurasian Magpie



13
50+
 Pica pica

171. Azure-winged Magpie


4
25+
  Cyanopica cyana

172. **Common Raven


11
10
 Corvus corax
173. Carrion Crow



8
12
 Corvus corone

174. Eurasian Jackdaw



4
50+
 Corvus monedula

175. Red-billed Chough


5
30+
 Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax

176. Alpine Chough



3
35+
 Pyrrhocorax graculus

177. **House Sparrow



13
50+
 Passer domesticus
178. Spanish Sparrow



1
5

Passer hispaniolensis

179. **Eurasian Tree Sparrow


2
6
Passer montanus

180. Common Starling



x
1
Sturnus vulgaris
181. Spotless Starling



11
100+
Sturnus unicolor

182. Golden Oriole



6
3
Oriolus oriolus

183. Chaffinch



7
25
Fringilla coelebs

184. European Serin



11
35
Serinus serinus

185. Citril Finch



2
10
Serinus citrinella

186. European Goldfinch


10
15
Carduelis carduelis

187. European Greenfinch


7
5
Carduelis chloris

188. Eurasian Linnet



9
15
Carduelis cannabina

189. Rock Sparrow



5
4
Petronia petronia

190. Snowfinch



1
3
Montifringilla nivalis

191. Corn Bunting



11
30
Emberiza calandra

192. Cirl Bunting



3
8
Emberiza cirlus

193. Yellowhammer



1
6
Emberiza citrinella

194. Rock Bunting



2
2
Emberiza cia

The following mammals were also seen during the tour:

European Rabbit

European Hare

Wild Cat

Wild Boar

Red Fox

Alpine Marmot

Red Deer

Chamois

Reptiles 

Montpellier Snake 

Ocellated Lizard

